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Welcome!
 
In this edition of the TreE-Blast you will find the
following articles: 
 
2018 Tree Fair Recap 

Board Elections 

Oregon Grower Highlight: Casey Grogan 

Spread Joy 

More Trees Per Truckload 

ODA Christmas Tree Shipping Summary & Export Rules 

CoFirGE Update 

Christmas Tree Promotion Board Update 

Christmas Tree Growers Narrowly Approve Checkoff 

I Farm, I Vote Campaign 

Member Benefits 

PNWCTA Officers & Directors 

TreE-Blast FAQs
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 2018 Tree Fair Recap 
 
The 2018 annual PNWCTA Christmas Tree Fair & Trade Show in Portland, Oregon, was a huge
success. A direct quote from an attendee at this years Tree Fair and Trade Show really summed it up: 
 
“I sincerely say that this was one of the best Tree Fairs ever. The sessions were spot on addressing
some of the greater challenges facing our members and the Christmas tree industry as a whole.
They were relevant and dynamic. I particularly found of interest Eric Snodgrass's interactive live
webinar on the weather, Craig Regelbrugge's insights to the trucking and immigration issue that are
so impactful to growers and retailers alike, and the forum on providing merchantable quantities of
trees to retailers. As always though, the conversations with other folks, growers, retailers, vendors,
and new members were the cherries atop the sundae.” 
 
Read the full article here

2018 Board Elections 
 
At its annual Tree Fair & Trade Show in September 2018, the Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree
Association (PNWCTA) elected the following officers to its Board of Directors: Casey Grogan, Silver Bells
Tree Farm, Silverton, Ore., as President; Kirk Stroda, Stroda Bros., Monroe, Ore., as Oregon Vice
President; Kristi Scholz-O’Leary, Snowshoe Evergreen, Inc., Orting, Wash., as Washington Vice
President; and Mark Schmidlin, Schmidlin Farms, Banks, Ore., as Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
Newly elected to the PNWCTA Board of Directors was Jason Stajduhar, Bear Canyon Tree Farm,
Mossyrock, Wash; and Kirk Stroda, Stroda Bros., Monroe, Ore.

Oregon Grower Highlight: Casey Grogan 
 
Casey Grogan is a second generation Christmas tree farmer. He grew up on the farm and during
summers, him and his friends would come out he would run a crew putting sticks in Noble fir tops. 
 
Read the full article here

  Spread Joy 
 
By Dan Bolender 
Grower and Retail Lot Owner
  
Over the past few days, as I have worked in my own trees, I have given a lot of thought to Phil Hunter’s
‘President's Message’ in the most recent edition of The Lookout. I believe he raised important questions
about growing and marketing quality trees that helped me reflect on my own practices as a tree grower,
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retailer and the future of our industry. 
 
Read the full article here

 More Trees Per Truckload  
 
To contain rapidly increasing freight costs, both growers and retailers are seeking “More Trees per
Truckload.” Growers have said for years the best way to load van-type semitrailers is to place the larger
trees in the front and the lightest trees at the back of the trailer. Years ago, this resulted in loads of 550 to
600 trees and axle weights under the legal limit. Trailers were smaller then, trucking rates were much
lower, and everyone was happy with 600 mixed size trees per truckloads. 
 
Read the full article here
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ODA Christmas Tree Shipping Summary &
Export Rules
 
Sending Christmas trees to foreign countries or U.S. territories overseas? If so, please follow the
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guidelines here for a hassle-reduced shipping season. In addition to the guidelines, this summary includes
tree shaking and treatment compliance and useful websites. 
 
Read the full article here

 Washington's Collaborative Fir Germplasm Evaluation
(CoFirGE) Project Test Plot 
 
By Gary Chastagner 
Washington State University 
chastag@wsu.edu 
 
During the past 20 years, there has been increasing interest in growing exotic firs, such as Nordmann and
Turkish firs, as Christmas trees in the Pacific Northwest. These species are resistant to a number of
diseases and insect pests, such as Phytophthora root rot and balsam wooly adelgid that can kill or
seriously damage many commonly grown North American species of firs, such as noble and Fraser fir.
The increased use of these exotic is limited by the availability of proven high quality seed sources,
questions about their regional adaptability and concerns about their postharvest needle retention. 
 
Read the full article here

Christmas Tree Promotion Board Update 
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CTPB Announces Interim Executive Director Marsha Gray 
Handling the Perceived Tree Shortage: What to Say to the Media 
Millennial Families Target for CTPB Campaign 
“It’s Christmas. Keep it Real” Merchandise Now Available

Christmas Tree Growers Narrowly Approve Checkoff  
 
Though the Christmas tree checkoff was approved by a narrow margin of farmers, the USDA plans to hold
another referendum next year. 
 
Read the original article here

I Farm, I Vote  
 
I Farm I Vote is a movement throughout Oregon that started in 2016 to give farmers and ranchers a voice
in the election process! Let’s show elected officials, policy makers, and all citizens of Oregon that we have
an impact and a strong voice. 98% of Oregon’s farms and ranches are family owned and operated and
agriculture represents a large portion of the state economy. Your voice matters this November! 
 
Read the original article here 
Click HERE to print the poster for your farm

PNWCTA MEMBER BENEFITS
 
INDUSTRY INFORMATION:

Join with other Christmas tree growers, buyers, retailers, educators and suppliers to

exchange ideas, information and methods.

A free subscription to the Christmas Tree Lookout magazine, considered the top

publication of its kind in the industry. The Lookout contains informative articles on all

aspects of the Christmas tree industry, as well as information on association activities. 

A copy of the annual PNWCTA Membership Directory, a ready resource containing

fellow member contact information, and types of trees or services they provide.

A free subscription to the TreE-Blast electronic newsletter for timely receipt of industry

news.

EDUCATION: 
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Educational programs are held three times per year. Events include the Short Course in

February, the Summer Farm Tour in June, and the Tree Fair & Trade Show in September.

At these events, experts discuss topics such as new growing and harvesting methods,

pesticide and safety information, business practices, and tax implications for those in the

industry. 

At the September Tree Fair, retailers have a chance to share in advanced sessions

designed to provide retailers with best business practices and increase profits.

MARKETING & ADVERTISING:

Members have the opportunity for direct market exposure at the September Tree Fair &

Trade Show, the largest show of its kind in the industry. The show allows buyers and

sellers to connect, and features industry equipment and supplies on display, as well as

retail lot demonstrations, research and marketing information.

Advertising opportunities in the Lookout magazine and the Buy-Sell Directory at a 15

percent discount.

Members can purchase a listing in the Buy-Sell Directory for only $50, with contact

information and types and quantities of trees available. The Buy-Sell Directory is published

in May and distributed free of charge to prospective buyers in the U.S., Canada, and

Mexico. 

Choose & Cut operators may purchase a listing on the PNWCTA website that includes

farm contact information, locator map, types and quantities of trees and services provided.

Website listings can be enhanced and customized with photos, farm details, and link to

the farm website.

Members have the opportunity to purchase a mailing list of potential buyers. The list is kept

current, contains several thousand names of interested buyers, and is sortable.

DISCOUNTS:

A 15 percent discount on advertising in the Lookout magazine and the Buy-Sell Directory.

Low group rates on liability insurance for retail lots and/or choose & cut operations.

 

OFFICERS
  

PRESIDENT 
Casey Grogan 

Silver Bells Tree Farm, Silverton OR 
 

VICE PRESIDENT-WASHINGTON 
Kristi Scholz-O'Leary 

Snowshoe Evergreen, Puyallup WA 

DIRECTORS
 

Jim Puffer 
Northwest Evergreen, Inc.,

Molalla OR 
 

Chris Aldrich 
Natives Northwest, Onalaska WA 
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VICE PRESIDENT-OREGON 

Kirk Stroda 
Stroda Bros., Monroe, OR 

 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Mark Schmidlin
Schmidlin Farms, Banks OR

Matt Snyder 
Kirk Company, Beavercreek OR 

 
Jason Strajduhar 

Bear Canyon Tree Farm,
Mossyrock, OR

 
 

  TreE-Blast FAQs
 
What is the TreE- Blast? 
The TreE-Blast is an electronic (email) newsletter sent out to PNWCTA members. These are commonly
referred to as an "e-blast." We felt TreE-Blast was more appropriate for our members. 
 
How often will I receive the TreE-Blast? 
We will be sending out between three and six TreE-Blasts per year. We will send out a TreE-Blast only
when we have new, relevant information that will directly benefit our members. The TreE-Blast will contain
no more than five topics so it does not become too cumbersome. 
 
Does this mean we will not be getting the Lookout magazine? 
No. The Lookout magazine has been a staple of this association for many, many years. It will still be
printed and mailed several times per year. There may be some duplication of articles in the TreE-Blast and
the Lookout. 
 
What if someone did not get this newsletter? 
Please ask your PNWCTA friends if they received a copy, and if not have them contact Angie Smith.  
 
What if I do not want to receive this newsletter? 
If you do not want to receive this newsletter, simply unsubscribe using the link at the bottom.  
 
Will there be a chance to advertise in the TreE-Blast? 
As we launch this new communications tool, we are currently ad free. We are considering the possibility of
a limited number of side bar and banner ads to be included in the future. The focus of the TreE-Blast will
always be information. 
 
What if I have an idea, story, challenge or suggestion for the TreE-Blast? 
We welcome and encourage your input. Your experience, questions and suggestions are all very
important in making this TreE-Blast the best it can be. It’s as easy as contacting any board member at the
email links provided. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Copyright © 2018 Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree Association, All rights reserved. 
 

PO Box 478, Wilsonville, OR 97070 
(503) 364-2942  

E-mail: smith@pacwestcom.com 
www.pnwcta.org 

 
 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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